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Compiled Results of Consensor™ Responses
Round 1 Meetings
Colored charts on the following pages show responses to electronic Consensor™ questions
asked in all communities visited between September and December 2010 for the Bristol
Bay Regional Vision Project, as well as responses from distributed paper questionnaires.
Four schools participated with a shortened list of questions for middle and/or high school
students. When there are both community and student responses to a question, student
responses appear directly below the community responses in orange text, connected by a
vertical green line. “N” refers to the number of people who responded to each question.
Five themes emerged from the compiled responses. Because some responses fall into
more than one theme, readers may notice that some charts appear more than once.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Focus on family, land and culture - why we live here (pages 1 & 2)
Create community - education & wellness promote our values (page 3)
Build infrastructure - energy, transportation & housing (page 4)
Engage in economic & resource development priorities (pages 5 & 6)
Lead with hopefulness (page 7)
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Focus on family, land and culture – why we live here.

2. Things I want to Maintain
(first and second choices, weighted)
1. Most important part of my life
(1st and 2nd choices, weighted)
10%

Family

10%
8%

Subsistence Activities

6%

18%

12%

5%

7%
5%

16%

Connection to Land and Water
My Work
Spiritual or Religious Activities

43%

10%

3%
2%

23%

22%

Wellness and Sobriety

Access to subsistence resources
My children and grandchildren growing up here
Opportunities to make a living
Educational Opportunities
My Native language
How people help each other
Wellness efforts to model healthy lifestyles
Access to health care locally
Present Community Size

7. I hope my family will want to come home to
fish, even if they live somewhere else (N=578)
91% (525)

9% (53)
Yes

Ties to History and Culture

No

5. I hope my children and grandchildren will (N=581)

1. Most important part of my life
(students' 1st and 2nd choices, weighted)
10% 7%

20%

45%

6%
6%
6%

Family

25%

18%
11%

46%

Experience living somewhere else and come back
Live in this community in 25 years
Live in the Bristol Bay region in 25 years
None of the above

My Work

7. I hope my family will want to come home to fish, even if
they live somewhere else (students)
(N=223)
74% (164)

Subsistence Activities
Wellness and Sobriety
Spiritual or Religious Activities

26% (59)

Ties to History and Culture
Connection to Land and Water

Yes

1

No

Focus on family, land and culture – why we live here.
8. I hope the following activies will be most important to my
community in 25 years

11. How important is access to subsistence resources
to you today (N=571)

(1st and 2nd choices, weighted)
Fishing/hunting/picking berries/camping

11%
12%

39%

My highest priority

7%

Family meals and celebrations

9%
8%

12%

Community gatherings and celebrations
3%
2%
1%

Visiting relatives, friends, and elders in the community

51%

One of my top priorities
2%
1%

Important, but not essential

12. How important is it that 25 years from now
residents have access to subsistence resources?
(N=552)

Not very important
Not important at all

Youth activities like sports, clubs, cultural activities

38%

One of my top priorities

7%

Selaviq/religious celebrations

42%

My highest priority

Steaming

53%

Computer/internet use

1%

Important, but not essential

1%

Not very important
Not important at all

Watching movies/TV/videos together

11. How important is access to subsistence
resources to you today (students)
(N=217)
One of my top priorities

22%

33%
8. Most important activity in 25 years
(students' 1st and second choices, weighted) (N=224)

My highest priority

5%

1%

Important, but not essential
Not important at all

39%

12. How much of your family's diet comes from
subsistence foods? (students)
(N=223)

Not very important

Fishing/hunting/picking berries/camping

11%

7%

Youth activities like sports, clubs, cultural activities

6%
5%

12%

4%
4%

15%

Visiting relatives, friends, and elders in the
community
Steaming
Family meals and celebrations

28%
13. How much of your family's diet comes from
subsistence foods? (N=511)

Computer/internet use

36%

Community gatherings and celebrations
Selaviq/religious celebrations

Most of it

27%

27%

22%

Most of it
About half of it

3%

Watching movies/TV/videos together

48%

Some of it
None of it

2

9%

36%

Some of it
About half of it
None of it

Create community – education & wellness promote our values.

4. Things I would like to change about my community
(1st and 2nd choices, weighted)

9. What should communities at risk of losing their schools
because of fewer than 10 children do? (N=537)

Alcohol/drug abuse and/or fear of domestic violence

9%

12%

Disagreements or division among people in the community

6%

12%

20%

Improve education and youth activities
Lack of paid work

6%
2%

13%

Recruit new employees with school
aged children

How much it costs to live here

7%

Expand cultural and Native language opportunities

20%

Make do without a school:
homeschool/boarding school

9%
7%

Tribes don't have enough control over resources

14%

Present community size

44%

Poor internet connectivity

10%

8%

How much it costs to live here

7%
7%

15%
18%

4%
3%
3%

25%

Improve education and youth activities
Poor internet connectivity

30%

13%

37%

19. How concerned are you about being able to
secure supportive care for your family in the
future? (N=490)
71% (350)

Present community size
Limited housing choices
Tribes don't have enough control over resources

Very concerned

Somewhat
concerned

Disagreements or division among people in the community

3

6% (30)
Not concerned

Graduating with skills needed for success in college
or vocational school

21%
22%

22% (110)

Knowing how to think things through and solve
problems

10. What is the most important way education should prepare
youth in this community for their lives? (students)
(N=224)

12%

Expand cultural and Native language opportunities
Lack of paid work

Developing adaptable skills for living and working
anywhere

Understanding our traditions and learning how to live
in rural Alaska

Community could be used for summer
activities/residents live elsewhere in
winter

4. Things I would change
(students' 1st and 2nd choices, weighted)
Alcohol/drug abuse and/or fear of domestic violence

Graduating with skills needed for success in college
or vocational school

20%

Residents could move to another
community to combine the school age
children
Move out of region

Limited housing choices

19%

10. What is the most important way education should prepare
youth in this community for their lives? (N=568)

45%

Understanding our traditions and learning how to
live in rural Alaska
Developing adaptable skills for living and working
anywhere
Knowing how to think things through and solve
problems

Build infrastructure – energy, transportation & housing.
21. Because I am concerned about high energy
costs, I support (N=554)

9. What should communities at risk of losing their schools
because of fewer than 10 children do? (N=537)

Active investment in renewables

Recruit new employees with school
aged children

20%

20%

9%
7%

44%

35%

Make do without a school:
homeschool/boarding school

43%

13%
1%

49%

Expanding the State ferry service to more
locations in Bristol Bay
None of the above

19. How concerned are you about being able to
secure supportive care for your family in the
future? (N=490)

20. What is the most important strategy the housing
authority should use to keep the program working? (N=510)

71% (350)

Somewhat
concerned

Doubling up families in the winter to
share costs
Combining communities within the
region
None of the Above

Building new roads to connect villages in
Bristol Bay
Increased competition for air freight
carriers and barge services
Connecting Bristol Bay to the railroad

7%

Very concerned

All of the above

22. Because I am concerned about high
transportation costs and safety, I support (N=533)

30%

22% (110)

18%
2%
1%
1%

Residents could move to another
community to combine the school age
children
Move out of region
Community could be used for summer
activities/residents live elsewhere in
winter

Conserving energy

14%
12%

6% (30)

23%

10%

Not concerned

41%

4

Start a self-help program where homeowners contribute
labor to help build the home
Structure payments and mortgages to each family's
income
Increase funds available to the "Regional New Home Pool"
by decreasing the village pass-through funds
Build smaller homes
Same size, but build fewer units

Engage in economic & resource development priorities.
14. I or someone in my family works in
commercial fishing (N=557)
71% (393)

10. What is the most important way education should prepare
youth in this community for their lives? (N=568)

16. Of people I know who have moved away from here,
I think they left because of (N=554)

Graduating with skills needed for success in college
or vocational school

20%

30%

29% (164)

13%

Yes

Developing adaptable skills for living and working
anywhere

19%

No

23%

Knowing how to think things through and solve
problems

37%

8%

Understanding our traditions and learning how to live
in rural Alaska

A job

5%
4%
2%

39%

15. If our kids are going to be active in commercial
fishing, the most important strategy is to increase our
local access to limited entry permits (N=550)

Cost of living
School/education
To try a different place
Health/healthcare
Housing
Domestic violence/fear of being unsafe

67% (371)

10. What is the most important way education should prepare
youth in this community for their lives? (students)
(N=224)

12%

45%

True

Graduating with skills needed for success in college
or vocational school

21%
22%

11% (58)
False

22% (121)

Don't know

Understanding our traditions and learning how to
live in rural Alaska
Developing adaptable skills for living and working
anywhere

16. Of people I know who have moved away from here,
I think they left because of (students)
(N=223)

19%
18. What prevents local development projects here? (N=540)

Knowing how to think things through and solve
problems

17%

Lack of access to money

17%
7%

24%

34%

High cost of energy
Lack of infrastructure

1%

Divisions among local people about a project
Lack of shipping routes to markets
None of the Above
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Cost of living

11%

A job

10%

4%
2%

25%
29%

School/education
To try a different place
Domestic violence/fear of being unsafe
Health/healthcare
Housing

Engage in economic & resource development priorities.

17. In ten years, I want my cash income to come from
(1st and 2nd choices, weighted)

13%

Active investment in renewables

Fishing commercially
Retirement (Social Security, pension, etc)

35%

All of the above

2%
1%
1%

Tourism or eco-tourism activities
Commuting to a job outside the region

23%

Teaching or other work at the school

Doubling up families in the winter to
share costs
Combining communities within the
region
None of the Above

43%

Working for a fish processor

26. What do you want in the future as the basis of economic
development in the Bristol Bay Region? (N=460)

Conserving energy

18%

A job with government, tribe, or nonprofit organization

4%
4%

14%

14%

Small business, customary trade, trapping, arts and crafts, etc.

7%
4%

9% 8%

21. Because I am concerned about high energy
costs, I support (N=554)

Working on an oil, gas, mining, or other industrial project

63% (292)
31% (142)
6% (26)

Some form of public assistance
Growth in business and industries based largely on renewable resources

23. When I think about any kind of new, large
development, I am most concerned about
(1st and 2nd choices, weighted)

18%
17. In ten years, I want my cash income to come from
(students' 1st and 2nd choice, weighted) (N=186)

9%
10%

6%

Commuting to a job outside the region

4%
2%

19%

25%

Jobs going to people outside the region

20%

3%

Loss of local control
Lots of new people suddenly moving in to the
region
Competition for resources

36%

None of the above

26. What do you want in the future as the basis of
economic development in the Bristol Bay Region?
(students) (N=219)
56% (123)

Teaching or other work at the school

5%

12%

Preserving our way of life

7%

Small business, customary trade, trapping, arts and
crafts, etc.
A job with government, tribe, or nonprofit organization

8%

A mix of renewable and non-renewable resource based growth

Possible damage to land and waters

10%
6%

Fishing commercially

Growth in business and industries based on non-renewable resources

Working on an oil, gas, mining, or other industrial
project
Some form of public assistance

24. When I think about any kind of new, large
development, I get most excited about (N=509)

Tourism or eco-tourism activities
Retirement (Social Security, pension, etc)
Working for a fish processor

15%

30%

30% (65)
14% (31)

More jobs in our region

14%

Economic growth in my community

Growth in business and industries based largely on renewable resources
Growth in business and industries based on non-renewable resources

More/improved infrastructure

41%

None of the above
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A mix of renewable and non-renewable resource based growth

Lead with hopefulness.
8. I hope the following activies will be most important to my
community in 25 years
(1st and 2nd choices, weighted)

25. I believe my point of view can affect what
happens here, in the Bristol Bay Region (N=535)

Fishing/hunting/picking berries/camping

11%
12%

Family meals and celebrations

9%

3. I believe we can live healthy and
productive lives here in the next 25 years
(N=621)

Community gatherings and celebrations

8%

3%

12%

2%
1%

Visiting relatives, friends, and elders in the community

69% (370)

87% (543)

Youth activities like sports, clubs, cultural activities
Selaviq/religious celebrations

42%

13% (78)

Steaming

12% (65)

19% (100)

Computer/internet use

8. Most important activity in 25 years
(students' 1st and second choices, weighted) (N=224)

No

Yes

Watching movies/TV/videos together

5. I hope my children and grandchildren will (N=581)

Fishing/hunting/picking berries/camping

11%

7%

Youth activities like sports, clubs, cultural activities

6%
5%

12%

4%
4%

15%

Visiting relatives, friends, and elders in the
community
Steaming
Family meals and celebrations

25%

18%
11%

46%

Yes

No

Don't know

25. I believe that my point of view can affect what
happens here, in the Bristol Bay Region (students)
(N=217)
52% (112)

Experience living somewhere else and come back
Live in this community in 25 years
Live in the Bristol Bay region in 25 years

25% (55)

23% (50)

No

Don't Know

None of the above

Computer/internet use

36%

Community gatherings and celebrations

Yes

Selaviq/religious celebrations
Watching movies/TV/videos together
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